
From the Kansas City/St. Joseph Diocese:  Respect Life 
Office Decision Regarding the 2021 March for Life  
 
Dear Faithful Defenders and Past Pilgrims 
  
After much prayer and discernment, the Respect Life Office has made the difficult decision 
to forego the annual bus pilgrimage to the 2021 March for Life in Washington DC, on 
Friday, January 29, 2021.  Although much thought went into this decision, it ultimately 
boiled down to three factors: 

• COVID-19:  Registration for our March for Life Pilgrimage has typically opened up 
the third Monday of September every year.  However, due to the size and 
complexity of the trip, planning has always begun in late Spring.  This year, 
uncertainty around COVID-19 has postponed or prevented many of the necessary 
preliminary planning activities until very recently.  This is in addition to on-going 
uncertainty around event and travel restrictions and the likelihood and timing of 
having a solution to the pandemic prior to the trip.  Furthermore, many of our 
pilgrims the past three years have been either older adults or families with younger 
youth – two groups least likely to participate this year given the circumstances with 
COVID-19. 

• The 2021 Youth Rally & Mass for Life:  This event, an important part of past trips 
for many of our youth held at the Comcast (Verizon) Center the morning before the 
March for Life, will be an entirely virtual event this year.  As information is made 
available by the Archdiocese of Washington, it will be communicated by the Respect 
Life Office.  This will hopefully be a wonderful opportunity for every person 
interested in participating to do so remotely.  In the meantime, please 
visit www.youthrallyandmassforlife.org for updates. 

• Trend Toward Decentralized Trips:  Over the past three to five years, we have seen 
a steady increase in the number of parishes and schools that have begun hosting 
their own trips, many organized by past diocesan pilgrims, and a steady decrease in 
the participation in the diocesan trip.  This has created a new opportunity for the 
Respect Life Office to shift its focus to consultation for more decentralized trips and 
sponsorship and facilitation of shared diocesan activities, both locally and for those 
pilgrims that do travel to Washington DC.  As this trend continues into the future, 
many more of our faithful will have the flexibility to participate in a variety of 
different types of trips to Washington DC.  

Good Shepherd Parish is also not going to sponsor any trips for youths.  However, the 
Respect Life Committee would be willing to offer a small donation to help offset individual 
families attending.  Should you wish to go on your own, please email Dcn. Mike @ 
dcnmike2@gmail.com for instructions on receiving this donation.  God Bless our youth! 

Respect Life Committee  
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